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Chair: Karen Meschke
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Time Management () s soorcns on biday i

SMOFcon is a yearly get-together where the Secret Masters of Fandom meet to exchange insights into what has happened during the previous year, at both the local level and at the most recently held
meeting of the World Science Fiction Society (also known as Worldcon). We look for old friends, make new ones, catch-up on the latest gossip and rumors, attend panels on a variety of subjects about
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convention running, and express our views on best ways to do something. We talk about what went right and wrong, either behind the scenes or what the general membership saw, review what the
ConCom should have done to correct it or how they prevented a mishap from becoming a disaster. We often get recruited to work on other conventions -- or recruit others to come work on our next
convention. Okay, we do a LOT of talking with each other -- we refer to it as “SMOFing.” And SMOFing requires lots of good food and drink to keep us going when our energy runs low.

Every SMOFcon has a theme which is used to help focus the convention as a whole. At SMOFcon 27, the theme is Time Management. On Friday, there will also be a Budget Boot Camp which will

help convention runners plan their budgets for conventions both large and small.

From The Chair

Let me welcome you all with our first of three (hopefully)
electronic progress reports dealing with the 2009 SMOFcon
and my city of birth and choice, Austin, Texas.

We plan on both entertaining and challenging you for several
days in early December, 2009.

e Our Hospitality suite opens on Thursday afternoon, for
those who come in early to see the sights and enjoy our
First Thursday on South Congress Avenue.

e We will host the first-
ever Budget Boot
Camp during the day
on Friday at SMOFcon
(many thanks to Vincent
Docherty, Deb Geisler,
and Mark Olson for
volunteering to run
this event).

e QOur opening and
ice-breaker will be
Friday evening.

On the First Thursday of each month, merchants of the historic, pedestrian-friendly South
Congress Avenue keep their doors open until 10 pm (and later in some cases), playing host
to an array of events and activities. Visit http.//southcongressave2.blogspot.com to reach a

SoCo Businesses merchant list with business descriptions, links to web sites and newsletters.

e Saturday and Sunday will feature two tracks of
programming to follow our theme of time management
and how we can plan for our events more efficiently.

Saturday will also include the traditional Inquisitions.

e Our schedule will allow plenty of time for lunch and
dinner breaks.

If you have program ideas, recommendations or suggestions,
or if you have questions about fun things to see and do in
fabulous Austin, Texas — send me an e-mail and we’ll see
what we can do to help.

Karen Meschke (meschke@io.com)
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he Hilton Garden Inn Austin
Downtown hotel, located in the heart
of downtown Austin, Texas, offers first-
class Texas hospitality. The hotel is minutes
away from the Alamo Drafthouse and the
O. Henry House as well as other sights and
sounds that give Austin distinction. Situated
just blocks from the downtown business
district and from Austin’s legendary 6th
Street/Warehouse Entertainment District,
the hotel is nestled in the heart of the Texas
State Capital.

Hotel Info
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Restaurants

Alamo
Drafthouse

Capitol Metro “Dillo Trolley
6th St. & Congress Ave. routes
50¢ for two hours

J Restaurant and bar, Eighteenth
Over Austin, featuring the
flavors of Texas situated on
the 18th floor overlooking
downtown Austin

¥ Nature-inspired outdoor
European wading pool, complete
with whirlpool, waterfall and
lush vegetation

% Valet parking with full in and out
privileges and covered parking in
our parking garage

J 24-hour fitness center featuring
a separate aerobics room

¥ 24-hour access to our self-
service Business Center

% Hotel pantry, with food, beer
and wine, and other amenities,
catering to all business and
personal needs

% Complimentary High-Speed
Internet access available in all
254 rooms as well as in the
meeting spaces and public areas.

Click here to reserve a room
http://hil inn.hilton. 'en/gi/groups/ i
g AUSGIGI-SM0-20091203/index.jhtm!

Click here to find out
more about the hotel

htt inn.hilton.com/en/gi/hot

I
/] g
index.jhtml?moreDesc=true&ctyhocn=AUSGIGI

b e e o SMOFcon Rates are $139.00 single/double/triple/quad s e e «

Hilton Garden Inn Austin Downtown
500 N I-35 ¢ Austin, Texas 78701

Austin Tourism:
SoCo District

“Funky stores, great music, eclectic
neighborhoods and mouthwatering
cuisine are main attractions in Soco,
South Congress Avenue. Located south
of the Colorado River in downtown
Austin, Texas, this historic, pedestrian-
friendly neighborhood is home to live music, one-of-a-kind shops
and restaurants and some of the most unique people in Texas.

With well over 100 businesses vying for your attention, you’ll find
something for everyone. Spend some time in the old thrift shops.
Energize yourself at the many coffee shops with coffee from all over
the world. Please your palate with everything from fine dining to
ethnic delights. Lodging, haircare, books, music and every service
under the sun can be found in the eye-popping variety of vendors,
stores and merchants. No visit to Soco would be compete without
live music. Soco is world famous for legendary performances from
the greats of Texas blues and other genres. On the first Thursday of
every month, the merchants of South Congress Avenue stay up late
with doors open till 10 p.m. or later. Check out www.firstthursday.
info for all the latest on upcoming events.”

video @ http://www.expertvillage.com/video/
151746_austin-tourism-soco-district.htm

Transportation Options
to and from the airport include:

e Super Shuttle — currently $22.00 round trip

Austin’s Capital Metro Services — offers a limited route
from the airport for only $0.75 one way; the nearest stop
to the SMOFCon hotel is two blocks.

7) Hilton
2N Garden Inn
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South Congress
by Patty Wells

SO, Karen asked me as

a non-Texan to write
something about South
Congress Street and what to
do in Austin. | bet she thought
I might be objective about

it, being from Oregon. Hell

no, not even a possibility. |
have had two stays on South
Congress and adore it and
Austin. It has the atmosphere
of laidback Portland shopping,
only with actually interesting
architecture. It has great
restaurants and friendly
people. It has Amy’s ice cream,
which | think is the best on the
planet.

Here’s what | discovered in
my stays there. If you have an
extra day or three you want to
move to one of the old South
Congress motor court hotels.
For those of us who do lots
of cons (and lots of us do)
we’re used to your standard
convention hotel. These hotels
have a different vibe. (And if
you think you can’t spend an
extra day or two, consider the
Christmas presents you can
buy on South Congress and
how much nicer the weather is
than where YOU live).

Here are the two places
I've stayed, and thoroughly
recommend:

Hotel San Jose

This “ultramodern motor
court hotel” (when it was built
in 1939), was where my then
16 year old daughter Lillie and
| spent three days following
Armadillocon two years ago. It
has been updated into a lovely
boutique hotel with as much
of the original architecture
as could be preserved while
making it modern and fun.
Among the movies they’ll loan
you is a documentary on how
the current owner took a hotel
that had slipped into being
low life central for hookers and
drugs, and brought it back.
Lillie and | were watching this
when she asked me whether
it made me wonder what
had gone on in our room. We
looked it over and decided that
the room had character and
history, and that was really all

Hotel San Jose -
see the pictures
and enjoy at

http://www.
sanjosehotel.
com/

we needed to know. It is more
boutique than the...

Austin Motel

| had spent a week in Denver
working on the Worldcon.
I had spoken with a lot of
people. My reward was to go
to Armadillocon the following
weekend, leaving me three
glorious days by myself on
South Congress. The Austin is
the other motor court hotel.
| stayed in one of the oldest
rooms, reveling in the old tile
floors and the sheer quiet. You
get more of the feel of what the
Austin was like in its heyday. At
the San Jose you get the luxury
updates, but the old gardens.
When asked which | prefer, the
answer is yes. | would stay at
either quite happily because
| love either perspective on
preserving old architecture.
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An Amy’s ice cream
milkshake (I recommend
Mexican vanilla) makes an
excellent breakfast. For the
smof who’d never stay over,
there is an Amy’s at the
airport, thus causing me to see
how much ice cream | could
eat between clearing security
and boarding the airplane
with another milkshake (I
recommend gingersnap
cookie).

There are great restaurants
on South Congress. Home
Slice’s New York pizza, and
Guero’s Taco Bar were my
favorites. The live music in the
bars is good as well. It drifts
out into the open air. So, a
walk down the street at night
is filled with the scent of plants
| don’t know the names of, the
chattering of people in open
air restaurants, and music
setting a mood that changes
from block to block. And the
walk is better if eating Amy’s
ice cream. Yes, it is my greatest
weakness in Austin. Try it; you
need a new vice.

I also love the shopping,
and can’t wait to see it when
it’s getting towards Christmas.
The shops are all unique.
Artist made jewelry, antiques,
clothes both vintage and new,
and stuff, just indescribable
artwork and stuff. Lillie and
| were taken by a lavender
costume shop where we spent
rather a long time trying on
green or purple wigs and
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Austin Motel -
http://www.austinmotel.com/

deciding who was more likely
to look good in a red sequined
gown (she won). There is a
better than average antique
mall, with stuff that will seem
exotic to most folks who aren’t
from Texas. Lillie bought a
collection of love letters, pre-
WWII, to take back and read to
her boyfriend. There are stalls
with mid-century lamps, old
photo albums, and old jewelry.
Other shopping includes great
vintage clothes, excellent art,
great new clothes, and many
things that you did not know
you wanted that you can
examine after purchase while
eating more Amy’s Ice Cream.
You'll enjoy it all, and should
know it all comes with the
friendly Texans, who are the
main reason | like it down
there so much. ¢
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COx) | YES! I'd like to become a member of
IIrTrTEeTleeE | SMOFcon27! @
Kimm Antell — Pflugerville, TX Robert MacIntosh — Annandale, VA " 7.

Julie Barrett — Plano, TX FaithMaIcoIm—Saratogo,CA n 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 o
Keri Bas — Houston, TX Jim Mann — McDonald, PA f . .
Kurt Baty — Austin, TX Laurie Mann — McDonald, PA n You can regISter onllne at
Cathy Beckwith —Jersey Village, X Karen Meschke — Austin, TX n http://www.alamo_sf.org/smofcon27/membership.html
Judith C. Bemis — Groveland, FL Russ Miller — Waxahachie, TX n . .
Gary S. Blog — Edison, NJ Tim Miller — Murphy, TX I and pay for your membership with PayPal...
Kent Bloom — Colorado Springs, CO Tim Morgan — Flower Mound, TX o . i . X X X
Steven Boucher — Mary Morman — Colorado Springs, CO | ..orfill out this registration form and send it with your check to
South Yarra, Victoria, Australia Michael Nelson — Oakton, VA .
Seth Breidbart — Minneapolis, MN Michael Nelson — Flower Mound, TX : SMOFcon 27 ¢ P.O. Box 27277 AUSU", Texas 78755-2277
Steve Cooper — Letchworth, GC, UK Mark Olson — Framingham, MA
Clif Davis - Spring, TX Priscilla Olson — Framingham, MA I U Attending membership $60 until 11/1/09, $70 afterwards
Margaret Davis — Spring, TX Tony Parker — Groveland, FL " . .
Gay Ellen Dennett — Natick, MA Bill Parker — Houston, TX n D Support—mg memberShlp 525
Vincent Docherty — TR Renner — Chicago, IL n
Den Haag, Netherlands Dan Robb — Frisco, TX n .
Laura Domitz — Copperas Cove, TX John Sapienza - Silver Spring, MD y First Name
Ed Dravecky lll — Allen, TX Peggy Rae Sapienza — Silver Spring, MD b
Fred Duarte — Austin, TX Andrea Senchy — West Paterson, NJ y Last Name
Bobbie DuFault — Gold Bar, WA SFSFC1 — Sunnyvale, CA !
Rhonda Eudaly — Arlington, TX SFSFC2 — Sunnyvale, CA i Address
FenCon — Waxahachie, TX SFSFC3 — Sunnyvale, CA
Del? Geisler — Middleton, MA SFSFC4 — Sunnyvale, CA : Address 2
Janice Gelb — SFSFC5 — Sunnyvale, CA
South Yarra, Victoria, Australia SFSFC6 — Sunnyvale, CA - Cit
Gerald Gieseke — Gold Bar, WA Chuck Shimada — Huntington Beach, CA n y
Glenn Glazer - Felton, CA Jimmy Simpson — Arlington, TX n
J-Mag Guthrie — Katy, TX Julian Snitow — Saratogo, CA n State
Johnathan Guthrie — Katy, TX Kevin Standlee — Fremont, CA N .
Anita Haddock — Houston, TX Guest of Kevin Standlee — Fremont, CA b le Code
Mark Hall — Houston, TX lan Stockdale — Palo Alto, CA W
Colin Harris — Guildford, Surrey, UK Tamisan — Flower Mound, TX I Cou ntry
Mark Herrup — Chicago, IL Barbara Vantilburg — Sandwich, IL I
Meredith Hines — Plano, TX Tom Veal — Chicago, IL E-mail Address
Mary Kay Kare — Seattle, WA Leane Verhulst — Brookfield, IL !
Kim Kofmel — Houston, TX Pat Virzi — Duncanville, TX m Phone
Richard Rick Kovalcik — Bobb Waller — Irving, TX n
Newton Centre, MA René Walling — Montreal, Canada n
Elspeth Kovar — Laurel, MD Robyn Winans — Allen, TX n
Alexis Layton — Cambridge, MA Ben Yalow — Bronx, NY N Badge Name #1
Ruth Leibig — Palo Alto, CA Scott Zrubek — Friendswood, TX N
Ruth Lichtwardt — Lawrence, KS 0 Badge Name #2
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SMOFcon 27 is sponsored by ALAMO, Inc., a 501(c)3 nonprofit f
literary corporation recognized by the IRS since 1996. ALAMO, Inc. " Ba dge Name #4
is organized for the purposes of promoting the understanding and !
appreciation of the literary fields of fantasy, science fiction and
horror, and to provide a forum for the free discussion of the ideas -
and concepts qssociated with Fhese Iit_emryﬁelds. In_th/‘s mle'it acts n WOUId you be WI”Ing to be on programming?
to :furthe( the interests of thg mtemanonql commgnlty of f:ctvve ) ) u
science fiction fans and the field’s professional writers, editors and artists. ALAMO, Inc. was enfranchised by
the World Science Fiction Society (WSFS) to run the 55th annual World Science Fiction Convention in 1997. | SMOFcon 2 . P o Box 272 R A“stin Texas 9 22
ALAMO, Inc. ® P.O. Box 27277 * Austin, Texas 78755-2277 I 7 e 7277 ! 79755 77
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